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Media Release 
 

The Board of Proserpine Cooperative Sugar Milling Association has given the green light to a full 
feasibility study into the development of a Furfural Plant at Proserpine Mill. 
 

Member for Whitsunday, Jan Jarratt congratulated Chairman of the Cooperative Dick Dray on receiving a 
grant of $46,750 for the completion of a prefeasibility study, which was provided on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis through the State Government’s Regional Business Development Scheme.  Mr Dray said the 
support from Government and the results from the prefeasibility study have given confidence to the Board 
to press on with the full feasibility study.  
 
Mr Dray also said “The full feasibility study will involve a detailed marketing plan, the construction of a 
pilot plant reactor and approximately three months of trials in South Africa. During this period Laurie 
Watson, our Chief Chemist will be in South Africa undertaking the tests on Proserpine bagasse. 
International Furan Technology (IFT) along with our design, engineering and electrical departments will 
undertake a preliminary design of the project with an aim of having the full feasibility study completed 
before the end of July 2003. 
 
We are modestly excited about the prospects that this new environmentally friendly technology can 
deliver. Our relationships with IFT is producing some early results in the manner in which the project is 
progressing. If all goes to plan, there is a strong possibility that a plant will be up and running for the 
2004 crushing season.” 
 
General Manager, Alf Musumeci said, “The State Government’s assistance in the preliminary 
investigations of this project was important and very much appreciated. The Association has been 
investigating alternative by-products that could be manufactured from cane. One of the important 
parameters we set ourselves in the investigation was to ensure that any new development did not take 
away from the full utilisation of our current capital. The Board is confident that the cooperative’s sugar 
milling operations can continue to be successful particularly if utilisation is maximised. It was therefore 
important that any by-product development complemented the sugar production.  

 
We are spending considerable time and resources ensuring the viability of this project and we certainly 
have a guarded enthusiasm at this stage that the project will be successful.” 

 
Furfural is a speciality chemical made from agricultural waste products including bagasse.  Present uses 
for furfural are as a solvent used in the manufacture of lubricating oil, as a non-toxic nematicide (South 
Africa, Thailand) and as a feedstock for furfuryl alcohol and many other chemicals that are used in paints, 
golf balls, lycra, skateboard wheels, flavourings, pharmaceuticals etc. 

 
More uses for furfural are being developed. The Association is particularly keen to see the use of furfural 
as a nematicide develop. 
 

Any media inquiries should be directed to Mr F W (Dick) Dray, Chairman of Directors, Mr Alf Musumeci, General 
Manager or Mr Chris Connors, Company Secretary, Proserpine Co-operative Sugar Milling Association Limited (07) 
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